
National Initiatives Impacting Washington Libraries 
 

The Watch List:   
While these activities may not directly impact local libraries, they bear watching for trends and 
news. 
 
ALA's Office for Information Technology Policy Digital Literacy Task Force  (ongoing) 
www.ala.org/offices/olos and www.ala.org/offices/oitp  
Nationally:  Reports, programs and national conferences; keeping libraries included in national policy 
initiatives. 
Locally:  Start discussions on digital literacy programs and developing partnerships outside of library 
community; use a resource to connect with others locally. 

 
US Ignite  (ongoing) 
http://us-ignite.org/  
Nationally:  Next-generation Internet applications that provide transformative public benefit ... 
leveraging existing infrastructure and giving it new capabilities.   
Locally:  Watch for information which will impact what can be done locally. 

 
Tools & Resources:  
These activities have generated useful sites with tools and resources for broadband, digital 
literacy, healthcare literacy, and community building. 
 
Broadband Adoption Toolkit   (published 2013) 
www2.ntia.doc.gov  or www2.ntia.doc.gov/files/toolkit_042913.pdf 
Nationally:  Best practices in outreach, training, curriculum, and broadband access. 
Locally:  Information and proven tools to use in outreach, staff and public training. 
 

Building Digital Communities   (November 2011-October 2013) 
www.webjunction.org/explore-topics/building-digitial-communities.html  
Nationally:  Awareness of the importance of needs assessment and planning. 
Locally:  Tools for initiating community discussions, needs assessment and planning. 
 

Digital Inclusion Survey (Fall 2013) 
http://digitalinclusion.umd.edu/content/digital-inclusion-survey  
Nationally:  Provide state and national estimates of the survey data. 
Locally:   Local data in key areas of education, workforce/employment, health and wellness, civic 
engagement, and digital literacy.  
 
DigitalLearn.org   (2013 - ongoing, supported by PLA) 
www.digitallearn.org 
Nationally:  One-stop shop for digital literacy support and resources for libraries and other community 
organizations. 
Locally:  Resource sharing, have conversations and work collaboratively with others who support digital 
literacy. 



 

DigitalLiteracy.gov   (launched May 2011, ongoing) 
www.digitalliteracy.gov  
Nationally:  Learning portal available for a learning society in a global economy. 
Locally:  Resources for in-house training. 

 
Digital Public Library of America   (ongoing) 
www.dp.la/ 
Nationally:   A portal, a platform and an advocate.  
Locally:  Resource for local libraries’ use and contributions. 

 
Edge Initiative   (2011 - ongoing, available January 2014) 
www.libraryedge.org 
Nationally:  Resources to engage staff, local government officials and other partners in assessing the 
strength of public access technology in public libraries. 
Locally:  Tools and training to strengthen critical services, as well as shape the library's story and share 
the value to the community. 

 
EveryoneON 
http://www.everyoneon.org 
 
Geek the Library - OCLC  (ongoing) 
http://www.geekthelibrary.org/  
Nationally:  A national awareness campaign focusing on public libraries 
Locally:  Access support for implementing your local library awareness program.  

 
Impact Survey   (2013 - ongoing) 
www.impactsurvey.org 
Nationally:  Online survey tool for public libraries.  (working with Edge Initiative). 
Locally:  Patron surveys — designed, programmed and analyzed; library registers and inserts a piece of 
code on their website. 

 
Promise of Libraries Transforming Communities   (2013 - ongoing) 
www.ala.org/transforminglibraries/  
Nationally:  A national plan advancing community engagement and innovation, and transforming the 
role of libraries in their communities. 
Locally:  Professional development to become community facilitators. 

 
*Content adapted from the “Reference Guide to National Projects:  Digital Literacy, Broadband Adoption, and 

Digital Inclusion,” created by the Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA). Further content adapted with 
permission from the Idaho Commission for Libraries (ICfL) with funding support from the Institute of Museum and 

Library Services (IMLS). 
 

http://www.everyoneon.org/
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What is Digital Literacy?

• What’s your definition of Digital 
Lit ? Literacy? 

What is Digital Literacy?
From the American Library Association’s (ALA) Digital Literacy Task Force (which is led 

by the ALA Office for Information Technology Policy); Digital Literacy is defined as:

i i i f i i i i fi… the ability to use information and communication technologies to find, 
understand, evaluate, create, and communicate digital information, an ability that 
requires both cognitive and technical skills.

A digitally literate person:
• possesses the variety of skills, cognitive and technical, required to find, understand, 

evaluate, create, and communicate digital information in a wide variety of 
formats;

• is able to use diverse technologies appropriately and effectively to search for and 
retrieve information, interpret search results, and judge the quality of the 
information retrieved;
understands the relationships among technology  lifelong learning  personal • understands the relationships among technology, lifelong learning, personal 
privacy, and appropriate stewardship of information;

• uses these skills and the appropriate technologies to communicate and 
collaborate with peers, colleagues, family, and on occasion the general public;

• uses these skills to participate actively in civic society and contribute to a vibrant, 
informed, and engaged community.
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Tour of WSL Digital Literacy 
Website

• http://www.sos.wa.gov/library/libraries
/projects/digitalliteracy.aspx/
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Resources for Libraries
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Resources for the Public

National Initiatives
ALA's Office for Information Technology 

Policy Digital Literacy Task Force Policy Digital Literacy Task Force 

www.ala.org/offices/olos and 
www.ala.org/offices/oitp

• Nationally:  Reports, programs and national conferences; 
keeping libraries included in national policy initiatives.

• Locally:  Start discussions on digital literacy programs and 
developing partnerships outside of library community; use a 
resource to connect with others locally.
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National Initiatives

US Ignite
http://us-ignite.org/

• Nationally:  Next-generation Internet applications that 
provide transformative public benefit ... leveraging 
existing infrastructure and giving it new capabilities.  

• Locally:  Watch for information which will impact what 
can be done locally.

National Initiatives
DigitalLearn.org

www.digitallearn.org

• Nationally:  One-stop shop for digital literacy support 
and resources for libraries and other community 
organizationsorganizations.

• Locally:  Resource sharing, have conversations and work 
collaboratively with others who support digital literacy.
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National Initiatives

DigitalLiteracy.gov

www.digitalliteracy.gov

• Nationally:  Learning portal available for a learning society in a 
global economy.

• Locally:  Resources for in-house training.

National Initiatives

Digital Public Library of America

www.dp.la/

• Nationally:   A portal, a platform and an advocate. 

• Locally:  Resource for local libraries’ use and contributions.
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National Initiatives

Edge Initiative
www.libraryedge.org

• Nationally:  Resources to engage staff, local 
government officials and other partners in assessing the 
strength of public access technology in public libraries.

• Locally:  Tools and training to strengthen critical services, 
as well as shape the library's story and share the value to 
the community.

National Initiatives

Geek the Library - OCLC

http://www.geekthelibrary.org/

• Nationally:  A national awareness campaign focusing on 
public librariespublic libraries

• Locally:  Access support for implementing your local library 
awareness program. 
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National Initiatives

Impact Survey

www.impactsurvey.org

• Nationally:  Online survey tool for public libraries.  (working with 
Edge Initiative)Edge Initiative).

• Locally:  Patron surveys — designed, programmed and 
analyzed; library registers and inserts a piece of code on their 
website.

National Initiatives
Promise of Libraries Transforming 

CommunitiesCommunities

www.ala.org/transforminglibraries/

• Nationally:  A national plan advancing community engagement 
and innovation  and transforming the role of libraries in their and innovation, and transforming the role of libraries in their 
communities.

• Locally:  Professional development to become community 
facilitators.
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More from WSL

• Microsoft IT Academy

http://www.microsoft.com/education/it
academy/Pages/index.aspx

Microsoft IT Academy
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More from WSL

• Digital Literacy Grants Available

http://sos.wa.gov/library/libraries/grants/
grants.aspx

Questions?
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Thanks!


